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PRESS RELEASE
Italian Government and UNDP/PAPP Sign an Agreement with the
Armenian Patriarchate as part of the Emergency Response Programme to
Bethlehem Governorate

Jerusalem, July 25th, 2002—The Italian Government will witness the signing ceremony between the
Armenian Patriarchate and the United Nations Development Programme/ Programme of Assistance
to the Palestinian People (UNDP/PAPP) in Jerusalem, on Friday, July 25", 2003. The signing
ceremony will take place at 10:30 in the Armenian Quarter in Jerusalem and will be attended by His
Beatitude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Mr. Ibrahim Mattar, Italian Cooperation and Mr. Timothy
Rothermel, Special Representative of UNDP/PAPP.

“We value this partnership between the UNDP/PAPP, Italian
Government, the Governorate of Bethlehem, and the Palestinian
civil society” said Timothy Rothermel, the Special Representative
of the UNDP/PAPP. “After the immense destruction that took
place in the occupied Palestinian territory, this grant reflects the
Italian Government's deep commitment to assisting the
Palestinian people, especially in these difficult times.”

The ceremony marks the signing of an agreement which is part of a US$5 million emergency
contribution by the Italian Government in support of the Bethlehem residents in light of the crisis.
The Italian Grant will support rehabilitation works in the Armenian Quarter of the Nativity Church in
Bethlehem. This activity will also provide immediate and short term employment to the residence of
the district.

Further information, please contact:

In Jerusalem: Ehab Shanti, Communications Officer, Tel. +972-2-6268229 - ehab.shanti@undp.org; or Dania Darwish,
Tel. +972-2-626-8200 - dania.darwish@undp.org In Gaza: Hashim Hussaini, Assistant Communications Officer, Tel 972-8-
2822167. In  New York: Nadine Shamounki, Communications Officer, Tel. +1 (212) 906-5171 -
Nadine.Shamounki@undp.org; or William Orme, Media Section Chief, Tel. +1 (212) 906-5382 — William.Orme@undp.org -
To receive more UNDP news bulletins about development issues and projects around the world, please subscribe here:
http://www.undp.org/dpa/journalists/subscribe.html. Fact Sheet on UNDP/PAPP:
http://www.undp.org/dpa/journalists/pappbrief.pdf

UNDP is the UN'’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience
and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own
solutions to global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP
and our wide range of partners.
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