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PRESS RELEASE

Colours of Hope
UNDP/PAPP’s Fifth Annual Art Auction
7pm, November 30, 2006

Jerusalem, November 30, 2006 —Colours of Hope, is UNDP/PAPP’s Fifth Annual Art Auction and
features a diverse collection of work by young male and female artists from across the West Bank, East
Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip. The art auction will be held today, Thursday, November 30, 2006, at 7pm
at the Ambassador Hotel, Jerusalem. The exhibition includes the work of many renowned and
promising Palestinian artists including Saadeh Radhy, Basel Magoussi, Sulaiman Mansour, Taleb
Dweik, Ibrahim Nubani and many more. The night will also exhibit the elaborate works of the Mosaic
School in Jericho, the fruits of Sabreen’s Stained Glass Workshop, as well as captivating photos by the
Palestinian Association of Journalists.

Since UNDP/PAPP’s art auctions were initiated in 2002, over 150 works of Palestinian art have been
sold with the total proceeds of approximately US$85,000 going directly to the artists. UNDP/PAPP has
also provided support to the national art gallery and museum, Al Hoash which will provide a permanent
venue for Palestinian visual art and create a common space for artists, art collectors and enthusiasts in
Jerusalem.

“For UNDP this annual event not only marks our steadfast commitment to the idea that culture is a
central pillar of development, but it also affords us an opportunity to showcase the richness and
vibrancy of Palestinian culture, all the while contributing financially to struggling artists,” said Mr. Jens
Toyberg-Frandzen, UNDP Special Representative. “Some of the artists have already earned significant
recognition for their remarkable talents, while others are at the beginning of their professional careers as
artists. Wherever they stand in terms of professional recognition, their works all reflect the remarkable
vibrancy and creativity of Palestinians and their rich culture.”

For over 28 years, support to Palestinian culture has been a central aim of UNDP/PAPP. From support
to ensembles and organizations, to over US$25 million toward the restoration and preservation of
Palestinian cultural heritage, UNDP/PAPP has consistently shown its commitment to Palestinian
culture.

For further information, please contact:

In Jerusalem: Ehab Shanti, Communications Officer, Tel. +972-2-6268207 — e-mall: ehab.shanti@undp.org,; or Dania Darwish,
Tel. +972-2-626-8229 — e-mail: dania.aarwish@unadp.orq. In New York: Sausan Ghosheh Communication’s officer, Tel. +1 (212)
906-5382 — e-mail: william.orme@undp.orq. For more information on UNDP/PAPP see http.//www.unadp.ps.
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