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Press Release 

UNDP continues to support school children  
with special needs 

 
 
Gaza, November 19, 2009 - The United Nations Development Programme signed 
memorandums of understanding with six local NGO’s in the Gaza Strip worth US$117,250 in 
response to the basic needs of children especially those of families living under extreme poverty. 
The ceremony was attended by Mr. Amjad Shawa the head of the Palestinian Non-governmental 
Organization Network representing the six NGOs, and Mr. Balma Yahaya Head of UNDP/PAPP 
Gaza Office.  
 
The project, funded by the UNDP Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery and the United Arab 
Emirates, will be implemented over a period of six months, targeting 2000 school children with 
low school achievement levels due to learning difficulties. This comes as a follow up to the 
initiative created last year in supporting 3000 school children.  
 
“In spite of the financial hardships, education remains key in the Palestinian society, therefore 
we have to keep supporting them”, said Said Abu Ghazza, UNDP project Manager.  
 
Through the project, supplementary classes will be provided for English, Arabic, science and 
math, in addition to participatory learning techniques, entertainment and psychosocial support. 
The project is expected to strengthen the local capacity in the educational sector and create 
employment for 30 young people who will be offering their support for the children.  
 
“Today is also the World Child day and we are proud to sign these agreements with UNDP on 
this occasion for the children of Gaza”. Mr. Shawa said. 
 
 
For further information, please contact:  
In Jerusalem: Dania Darwish, Communications Officer, Tel. +972-2-6268229 – e-mail: dania.darwish@undp.org, Conal Urquhart, 
External Relations Advisor, Tel. +972-2-6268200 – e-mail: conal.urquhart@undp.org, In Gaza: Najla Shawa, Communications 
Associate, Tel. +972-8-2822167 – e-mail: Najla.shawa@undp.org   
In New York: Sausan Ghosheh Communication’s officer, Tel. +1 (212) 906-5382 – e-mail: sausan.ghosheh@undp.org. For more 
information on UNDP/PAPP see  http://www.undp.ps . 
 

 
UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people 
build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. As 

they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners. 

 


