
International Year of

2001Volunteers
The concept community volunteer work, "owneh", is part of Palestinian
rural culture. An internationalized version of volunteerism was introduced
in 1994, when the UNV programme brought international and national
volunteers from various backgrounds and a wide range of disciplines
together to address the process of "healing the wounds of conflict" and
"building the bridges of prosperity and peace". Over 360 volunteers have
joined the efforts in rebuilding the communities that are in great need of
rehabilitation. UNDP/PAPP and the Palestinian people will mark the year
2001with a public campaign to rekindle the spirit of volunteerism.
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In November 1997, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 2001 as the International Year
of Volunteers. To prepare for the year, the United Nations Volunteers programme (UNV) has been

designated as international focal point. With its main objectives of increased recognition, facilitation,
networking and promotion of volunteering, the International Year of Volunteers 2001 (IYV) provides

a unique opportunity to highlight the achievements of the millions of volunteers worldwide and to
encourage more people globally to engage in volunteer activity.

The General Assembly,
Welcoming the recommendation of the Economic and Social Council contained in its

resolution 1997/44 of 22 July 1997,
Decides to take the action called for in that resolution, inter alia, proclaiming 2001 the

International Year of Volunteers.
50th plenary meeting
20 November 1997

1. Proclaims 2001 the International Year of Volunteers;

2. Invites Governments, the United Nations system and intergovernmental, volunteer and non-

governmental organizations and community-based organizations to collaborate and identify ways and

means of enhancing the recognition, facilitation, networking and promotion of volunteer service in the

preparations for and observance of the Year;

3. Designates the United Nations Volunteers programme, without prejudice to existing priorities, as

the focal point for preparations, implementation and follow-up of the Year in close collaboration with

other organizations of the United Nations system, and encourages the United Nations Volunteers to

continue the process of close collaboration and partnership with Governments and;

4. Invites policy-making organs and the relevant organizations of the United Nations system to

consider, in the context of their substantive mandates, the principles and objectives of the Year,

making special efforts through new and existing programs during the period 1998-2001 and to pursue

follow-up action to the Year for the benefit of all countries and peoples;

5. Appeals to Member States, as well as all other participants in the observance of the Year, to

highlight 2001 as a special occasion benefiting the peoples of the world in their quest for a better life

for all, based on the voluntary commitment of individuals and groups to make available their time and

share their resources and skills in the interest of those less advantaged;

6. Calls for a concerted promotional and information campaign on behalf of the Year at the national,

regional and international levels, with the strong participation of the mass media;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to take specific measures, within existing resources and with

support from voluntary resources, through all the communications media at his disposal, in particular

within the mandate of the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat, to give widespread

publicity to the preparations for and observance of the Year and to disseminate information on the

subject.

Fifty-second session
Agenda item 12

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

International Year of Volunteers, 2001
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